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Members of our Sales and Customer Ser-
vice teams attended the AWFS Fair held 
at the Las Vegas Convention Center in 
Las Vegas, Nevada.  Held from July 24th 
to July 27th, the convention was a great 
forum for our company sta� to interact 
with current customers and develop new 
leads.  Overall, the attendance was very 
good, and people within the wood prod-
ucts industry were upbeat about condi-
tions for the second half of this year. 

Wood Products Industry Upbeat at AWFS

We’ve recently made improvements to 
the millroom at our Newberry, Michigan 
production facility.  �e millroom build-
ing was expanded to accommodate the 
changes, the Newman 382 planer was re-
positioned, a new tilt-hoist was installed 
and more carts were added to the chain. 

�e changes will make lumber sur-
facing operations �ow much smoother, 
facilitate higher production volumes, and 
allow for more product sorts.  We also ex-
panded our warehouse capacity for kiln-
dried lumber.  Mike Middleton, Vern Ne� 
and Scott Meyer from our White Pigeon 
facility played key rolls in completing the 
project – spending long hours working 

  

Newberry Millroom Upgrade

�e White Pigeon crew, (le� to right) Vern Ne�, Scott 
Meyer and Mike Middleton, responsible for the imple-
mentation of the new millroom setup.

�e Newberry crew hard at work in the new millroom.

Ruben Gonzalez  
Joins Sales Team

We’re pleased to 
announce that 
Ruben Gonzalez 
is now working 
in Quality Con-
trol and Sales 
at our White 
Pigeon, Michi-
gan production 

facility.  Having previously worked as 
an automotive mechanic, Ruben has 
served in a variety of rolls since joining 
the Banks team in October of 2003.  
A�er receiving his hardwood inspector 
certi�cation from the NHLA Hard-
wood Lumber Graders School in 2005, 
Ruben primarily graded hardwood 
lumber prior to the promotion.

Minger, Newest Pur-
chasing Team Member

We’re excited 
to share that 
Shaun Minger 
has joined the 
purchasing team 
at our White 
Pigeon, Michi-
gan production 
facility.  Shaun 

earned his inspector certi�cation from 
the NHLA Hardwood Lumber Inspec-
tors School in 2010.  Since then, he has 
been learning the ropes of hardwood 
production by working as a lumber 
grader at the White Pigeon plant.

Shaun grew up in Centreville, 
Michigan.  Prior to joining the Banks 
Hardwoods team, he completed a 
4-year enlistment in the US Marine 
Corps, serving one combat tour in Iraq.  
A�er his enlistment, Shaun attended 
Western Michigan University and 
earned his Bachelor’s of Science degree.

to make this much-needed renovation 
happen.  �ank you to all of those em-
ployees who put in an excellent e�ort to 
improve our Newberry facility!
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